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to be enquired of within the 
Dioces of Noꝛwiche, in the e⸗ 
tropoliticall viſitation ofthe moſte 


Keuerend father in God, MATHEW, 
by the pzouidence of Sod,Arche- 
byſhop of Lanterbury,P2imate 
of all Englande, and Me⸗ 
tropolitane , 


In the yeare of our Lorde GOD, 
M. D. L X V [ I, 


 Imprinced at London 


by Reginalde Wolfe, 
Ama Domim M. D. LX VII. 


F = | x . N 


Inſtructions to the Commiſli⸗ 


oners fox the dioces of Nozwiche. 


Irſte, that you doe with all diligence trauell to re⸗ 
duce the ſtate of the clergye vnto one vnikoꝛme oꝛ⸗ 

deer in their miniſtration and pꝛeach ing: and that w⸗ 
out any parciall reſpect you will put in dew execution the 
Queenes maieſties Eccleliaſticall lawes, Statutes, In⸗ 
iunctions and her highnes other commandements gyuen 
and publiſhed in that behalf, 

Item, þ in all places in pour cyꝛcuite, you giue in charge 
not onelp vnto the curates and miniſters, but alſo vnto the 
Churchwardens of euerp church z chappell, tbat they doe 
not admitte and ſuffer anye perſon to pꝛeeche oꝛ miniſter 
in their leuerall church oꝛ chappel, befoze they ſhall firſte 
ſee their leuerall Iycences vnder ſcal in due fozme, vnder 
the payne that map kollowe thereof. 

3 Item, pouſhall take diligent hee de, that no fees but due 
t of olde accuſtomed,be exacted oz taken of any of þ people 
bp anpe regiſter, clerke, ſomner, oꝛ anpe other youre mini⸗ 
ſters oꝛ attendantes. 

14 Item, eoꝛ the better certainty x knowledge of all dutpes 
and kees vnto ſuche as ſhould pap the ſame, pou ſhall note 
the certaine ſome thcreof with one of pour hands at the 
leaſte in ſome parte of euery Jaſtrument oz w2itinge that 
ſhall paſſe pour ſcale oꝛ graunt. 
Item, tyat you koꝛeſee þ no greater pꝛice be taken toꝛ the 
Articles which you ſhall inquire ok, together bound with 
p Aduertiſcments then ity.d.,x foꝛ þ table of þ agrees ij.d. 
6 Item, when you haue fpnithed pour viſitation + cyrcuite, 
(the charges of pour vpage being bozne and diſcharged) if 
any parte of the dew p2ocurations by pourecepued of the 
clergy,doremaine vnſpent, all the ſame pou ſhal diſtribute 
to the moſte pooze and needpe of the clergye that be reſi- 
, dentes,and keepe hoſpitality vpon theyre benefic 
{apde dpoces 


es inthe | 


0 $151 1 . K 
Articles to be inquired of. 


N pꝛimis, whether Diuine ſerulte. 
be lapdc oz ionge by poure Miniſter s 


" 


> -=, Munlicrs in pour (cucrall Churches, { 
$0 ESQ, duclyc and reutrentip, as it is ſet forth < 
e bp the lawes ot this 1caline , with ous 


any kinde of variation. And whether the holy Sa⸗ 
cramentes be like wiſe mimiſtred reuerently, in ſuch 
manner as by the la wes of this Realme and by the 
OQuenes Maieſties iniunctione, and by thaducrtif: 
ments ſet toꝛthe by publike aut hozitp, is appointed 
and preſcribed, 


Item. whether pou haue in youre paryſhe chur⸗ 
ches all things necellary a requiſite ſoꝛ Common 
pꝛaper and adminiſtration ot the Dacraments,ſpe 
cially thebocke ol Common pꝛayer, the Bible in pᷣ 
latgeſt volume, the Homilpes, with the Paraphza- 
{es of Exralmus:A conuentent Pulptt wel placed: 
tomip and decent table foꝛ the holy Communion,co 
uered decentlp, e ſet in place preſcribed by Nucnes 
maticſfics Iniunctions. The Cheſt oz boxe _ 
pooꝛe men, and al other things neceſſary in and to 
the pꝛemiſſes. And whether pour Aulters bee taken 
downe,acco:dinge to the conumaunde mente in that 
behalfe geuen. 1K 


Item. whether youre Preſtes, Curates, oꝛ mini- 
ſters do vſe in the time of the celebꝛation of diuine 
ſeruice to weare a lurples, pꝛeſcribed by Qtenes 
maieſties Iniunctions and the boke of Common 

1 "Sil pzaper. 


ARTICLES. | 


pꝛaptr. Ind whether they do celebꝛate the lame di⸗ 
uine leruice in the chauncill oꝛ in the Churche, and 
do vſe all Rites and oꝛders pꝛeſcribed in the boke of 
Cominon pꝛaper, ac. and nonc other. 


Item, whether pour Curates oz miniſters do pub 
liqucly in theite open Churches reade in mãner ap- 
poynted, the Qucenes Maieſties Iniunctions an 
Homelies: The aduertiſementes latelpe ſette foꝛthj 
by publique authoutic. And whether the lame in al 
poyntes be ducly obſcrued. 


Item. whether youre Curates oꝛ miniſters oꝛ 
np okthem doc vſe to miniſter the Sacramcute of 
Baptiſme in baſons, oꝛ els in the Fonte ſtanding in 
the place accuſtomed. Ind whether the lame konte 
bc decentlp ke pte. ¶ Ind whether they do vle to 
miniſter the holye Communion in water bead ac⸗ 
coding to the Qucenes Maieſties Iniunctions, oꝛ 
cls in common bꝛead. (And allo whether thep 
do miniſter in any pꝛophane Cuppes, Bowles, dil⸗ 
ches, oꝛ Chalices heretofoꝛe vſed at Maſle, oꝛ els in 
à detent Communion Cuppe pꝛouided and kept fox. 
the ſame purpoſe only. and whether the communt- 
cants do ble to recepue the holy Communion ſtan⸗ 
dinge, ſittinge, oz els kneallnge. 


Item. whether pmages and al other monuments: 
of e be deſtroped and abo⸗ 
lyſhed in pour ſcucrall pariſhes: And whether pour 
Churches and Chauncels be well adozned and con 
uenientip kept without waſte, deſtruction, 02 abuſe 
ofanpe thinge. Whether the roode loite ” — 
$I XY owne,, 


— Ae eas 


ARTICLES 


downe, accoꝛding to the oꝛder preſcribed: and of the 
partition bet weene the Chauncell and the Churche 
be kepte. Mhether poure Churchpar des be well fen 


whome, and what hathe been don with che monpe 
thereof comming. Whether poure Chauncels and 
Parſonages be well and ſufficiently repatred: Whe 
ther any man haue pulled downe 02 diſcouered any 


ch, Chauncel, Chappel, Ames houſe,oz ſuche 


ſed and cle anlp kepte. Whether anye ſale haue bene 
made of youre Churche goods, by whome and to 


at, z haue plucked downe Þ bells, oꝛ haue felled os 


oled any wood oz timber in any Church parde. 


tem. whether there be any Parſons that intrude 


n elle, and pꝛelume to excrei anp kinde of my⸗ 
ſterp in the churche of God, without impoſition 


It handes #02dinarp aucthozitie. Whether theire 


Churche oz Chappell be ſcrucd with any readers. 
Oz whether anp Miniſter do remoue krom any o⸗ 
ther dioceſe to ſerue in this, without letters teſt: 
moniall of thozdinary from whome he came, to teſ 
tify the cauſe of his departinge thence, and of hyg 


behauilour.Oꝛ anp beinge once pꝛeiſt oz Miniſter, 


that dothe not miniſter , 02 frequente and reſoꝛte to 


the Common pꝛaper now vled, and at tymes ap⸗ 


popnted communicate. And whether anpe luche do 
goe and boaſte hunſelke lyke alap man. 


Item, whether youre Parſons and Uicars be re⸗ 
lidente continuallp vpon their benefices: Whether 
they giue themſclues to Xuoute praper.dilcreate re- 
ding of the Scripture, and godly contemplacton, g 


* 1 | re 
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ARTICLES. 


releaue the pooꝛe czaritably to their h ability. accoy 

dinge tothe Quecues Iniunctions. Whether they 
gap foꝛ the pꝛoſperous eſtate of the Quenes a⸗ 
leſtpe, as is pꝛelcribed in her araces Iniunctions. 


Item, whether anpe of pourt miniſters dothe oz 
hathe aomttted anp notoziouſe ſinner 02 malicious 
perlon out ot Chat itie, without tute penauce done 
and recon ciliatiõ had to reteuue the holp Commu 
nionꝛoꝛ any that hath not receaued the lame accoz⸗ 
dinge as to à Chꝛiſtian appertapneth, and by iz; 
lawes it is appointed. And Whether pou do hear 
dn knowe any Þ doth ve to lay oꝛ heare the pꝛius. 
Maſſe, oꝛ doe vſe any other ſeruice then is peſcri- 
bed by the la wes of this Realme. 5 


s o Item. whether your miniſters doe tall vppon fa- 

thers, mothers, and matters ol pouthe, to bꝛinge 
them vp in the kearc of aimighiy God, in obeditce 
uind in conuenient occupations. Whether they bee 
peacemakers, and exhoꝛte the people to obediece to \ 
ctr Pytnce,+to all other that be in authozitie, to | 
charity and mutual loue among themſelue s. Whe⸗ 
ther they geue themſelues to ſuperſtition, and bee 
maintainers ot᷑ the vnlearned people in ignoꝛaũce. 


Item. whether your Pcrſons,Uicars,@Curates 
bc cõmon gameners, hunters, haunters of taverr's 
02 alchouſes: Suſpected of anye notable erime: 
Fauters of foꝛrein pour es, letters of good religion, 


4 ol coꝛrupt doctrine: tubbozne oz diſobe- 
dient to lawes and oꝛdere. Mhether they be geue to 
Ulthy lutre. noheihet they be light either in xaum⸗ 


ple 


ARTICLES 


ple of life, oꝛ in bnwont and vaſemely apparrelt, 


Item, whether anye of pour bene kices be bacant, * » 
bow loͤnge they haue ben vacant: who is Patrone. 
MW ether there be anp lape oꝛ tempozall men, (not 
beinge within oꝛders) 02 childzcn , 02 anye other 
(with age) that hathe oꝛ emoyeth ani benefice oz 
ſpiritual pꝛomotion:any Patron that ſufferthanp 
benckice to be vacante, and taketh the tithes and o⸗ 
ther lructes to himlelte. 


Item. whether pour Miniſters keepe their regtl⸗ 8 
ters Well. and do pꝛeſent che copy of them once cue⸗ 
rp veate by Indenture, to the Ordinary oz his offi 
cets. Ind teache the Articles of the fapth, and the 
Tenne commaundementes, and the Loꝛdes pꝛap⸗ 
ex.as is pʒeſcribed them in the Catechilme. 


Item, whether youre Parſons and Nlicars haue 
anp other 02 mo benefices, where # in what Coun⸗ 
try they bee: Whether they came by them by Sp⸗ 
monp.oꝛ other valawiul meanes.Hhether they do 
let their benetice to farme,o! els kepe them in their 
owne handes. Whether they keepe holpit alttpe oz 
not. Whether in their abſece they leaue their cures 
to honeſt, learned, oꝛ expert Curatte. i hether thep 
mak? their ozdinarye Sermons, accoꝛdinge to the 
Nueenes maieltes Jniunctions. Whether they ad 
mitte any to pꝛeacht vnlicenled, oz put by any that 
hath licenle. Whether they reade the Queenes ma 
ieſties Jinunctions as thep oughte to do, andſape 
th:ire Seruice ſenſiblp and diſtinctly. 


Atem. whether thelaye people be dulgent in tom » - 


ARTICLES. 


minge to the Churche on the holy dapes, and with 
all humblenes ,reucrently and deuoutelpe doe geue 
themſelues tothe hearinge of Commune pꝛaper in 
the time thercok,and otherwile occupy themlelues 
in puuate pꝛaters, readinge of Scriptures, oz other 
vertuouſe exerciſe. t anpe be negligente oꝛ wilfull. 
Whether the foꝛfaiture be leued on their goods to 
the vle of the pooꝛe, accoꝛding to the lawes of this 
Realm inp behalte pꝛouided. And what monp hath 
ben gathered by the Churchewardes olthe koꝛkets. 


Item, whether there be in pour quarters any that 
openlp oꝛ pꝛiuilp vie oz frequẽt any kinde of diuine 
ſeruice oꝛ common pꝛaper, other then is ſet foꝛth by 
the lawes of this Realme: and diſturbers of comon 
pꝛapers, oꝛ letters of the woꝛde of Sod to be reade, 
pꝛeached oꝛ hearde: Anpthat by toucrte e craſtpe 
meanes depꝛaue oꝛ contemne 2ᷣ ſame: 62 that ſpeake 
to p derogatiõ of Þ Queenes maieſties aucthozitpæ 
power, oꝛot᷑ p̊ lawes ſet out by publike aucthozity. 


7 Item. whether there be amonge you any blaſphe 
mers of the name of almighty od, adulterere, foꝛ 
nicatoꝛs, haudes, oꝛ receauers of ſuch perſons. Anp 
luſpected of inceſt oz any other notoꝛiouſe fault, ſin 
02 crime. Iny dꝛonkaͤrdes, ribaldes, common llaun⸗ 
derers of their neighboures, raplers oꝛ ſcolders, ſo⸗ 
wers of diſcoꝛde betweene neighboures, by plapes, 
rimes, kamoule libels, oꝛ other wiſe. 


« 3 Item. whether there be in your pariſhes any In⸗ 
kcepers 02 Alc wiues, that admit any re ſoꝛt to their 
houſes in tyme of Commone pꝛaper . Anpe that 

commonlp. 


—B:. ß] ·˙1¹Ü . 


ARTICLES. 


commonlye abſente thein lelues from thepre owne 
Churcheꝛoꝛ other wile idelp 02 lewdipe pꝛophaneth 
the Sabbath day. Iny that keepe any ſecret cõuen⸗ 
ticles, pꝛeachings lectures 02 readings, contrary to 
$ lawes. Fny ſuſpected of heteſp, oꝛ that maintain 


Anp erronſous opinions cotrarp to the la wes of al⸗ 


mighty God and good religion, by publique autho⸗ 
ritie in this Realme (ct fozth. 


Item. whether there be in theſe parties which mi 
niſter the goodes of thoſe whiche be deade, without 
authoꝛitie: any exccuto2sÞ hae not fulfilled their te 
ſtatoꝛs will, ſpeciallp in paping of legacies geuen to 
good and godly ves, as to the releife of pouerte, to 
pooꝛe ſchollers, oꝛphanes, highe waies, mariage of 
pooꝛe maidens, and ſuche like. Whether poure Yo- 
ſpitals a Almes houſes be tuſtly vſed, accoꝛdinge to 
the found aciõ and aunctent oꝛdinaũces of the ſame. 
Whether ther be any other placed in the then pooze 
impotent 4 needp perſons, that hath not other wile 
where with oꝛ wherebp to liue. 


Item, whether there be any which of latehaue be 
queathed in their teſtaments, 02 other wales ther be 
appointed by oꝛdinaries, any lũmes of monp, Je⸗ 
welles Plate, Oznamẽts, oꝛ annuities foꝛ Þ erectio 


of any obites, diriges, trentals, oꝛ any ſuch like vie, 
now by the lawes of this Realm not permitted: and 


if there be, that you pꝛelent the names of ſuch execu 
toꝛs, the quantity and quality ofthe guifte ,that oꝛ⸗ 
We map be taken therein accoꝛdinglp. 
Item. whether there be any monp 02 ſtoke apper⸗ 


tainiage to anye pariſhe churche, in anye mannes 
handes 


2 . 
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ARTICLES. 


handes, that refuſe oz differrcth to pape the lame: 
oz that vſcth fraude, deceite 02 delape to make ane 
accompte in the pꝛelente ofthe Honeſtpe in the pa- 
riſhe, oz the lame. Whether pour? Churche war- 
dens # others, atoze tyme, haue gpuen the pearelp 
accompte, accoꝛdinge vnto the cuſtome as it hath 
been atoꝛetime vled, whether the ſtoꝛe o ithe pooze 
mennes boxe be openlie and indiffcrentlie giuen 
where neede ts, without parctall aftection. whether 
any ſtocke of cattel oꝛ graine appertaining to pour 
churches, be detated: by whoſe negligente, and in 
whole handes, | 


Item, whether youre ſchoolemaiſters be of a lin⸗ 
deere religion, and be diligent in teaching and bꝛin⸗ 
ging vp of pouth. Whether they teache any other 
Gramar,then ſuche as is appointed by Þ Queenes 
Maieſties Iniunction annexed to the ſame, 02 not. 


Atem, whether there be any amonge you that vſe 
loꝛcerie 02 inchauntment, magike, incantations, oz 
nigromancie, oz that be ſuſpected of the ſame. 


Item. whether there bee anye in theſe partes, that 
haue maried within degrees of affinitte oꝛ conſan⸗ 
guinitie, by the lawes of God fozbidden, ſo ſet oute 
in a table foꝛ an Admonition. Inp man that hath 
two wiues, oʒ anie woman that hath two hulban⸗ 
des. Ante that beinge diuoꝛced oz ſeperated aſide; 
bath maried againe. Anyc maried that haue made 
pꝛecontractes. Any that haue made pꝛiupe oz ſecrete 
contractes. Anpe that haue maricd without banes 
- thiile lolemnelpe aſked. Anpe couples maried that 
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the ſame, a condt 


ARTICLES. 
liuenot together, but llaũderoullte line a part: Iny 


that haue matied out of the pariſhe churche, wher 
thet ought to haue the ſame ſolemniſed. 


Jtem, whether any pour Oꝛdinaries within this 
dioces, theire Chauncelloz, Officialls, Comiſſaries, 
Regiltrers, d all # linguler others that haue oz do 
exerciſe any viſitation 02 Juriſdiction eccleſiaſticall 
Win any part of this dioces, haue bpzightly, fapth⸗ 
fully and vnfapnedlp to p vttermoſte of their pow: 
ers obſerued in theyr owne perſons and towards 
All other, put in due execution the Queenes maicllts 
eccleſtalticall lawes, Dtatutes, Iniunctions, and al 
her highnes other Commandcments publiſhed fox 
vniloꝛmitp of doctrine, and due oꝛder of the publik 


miniſtration of Gods holp woꝛd and ſacraments, 


find haue comended and fauoꝛed all ſuch as ſought 
gnelp puniſhed all ſuche as (ought 


the contrary. 


Item. whether haue any of them at any time wit- 
tingly ſuffered faultes a tranſgreſſions to remaine 
bnpunilhcd,toz monp,gapne, pleaſure, trendſhippe, 
02 any other affectionate reſpecte, oꝛ y anyofthem 


be oꝛ haue beene burdenſome tothe Subiectes of 


theire ſeueral *{uriſdictions, bp exacting o2 taking? 


exceſſiue fees, pꝛocurations, any rewardes oꝛ Com- 


modities by the wap of pꝛomotton, giſt, contributt⸗ 
on, helpe, loane, redemption of pennance, omillion 
of quarter Sermons, obtaining of any benekice oz 
office,o2 any other like wapes 02 meanes. 
Generally, whether there be anie euell liuers 02 
offenders 


ARTICLES. 


offenders of the lawes of almightie God: Inte ſul⸗ 
pected of any notozious ſinne, tault oz crime, tothe 
offence of Chziſtian people committed: Anie that 
ſtubburnlie refuſe to cofozme them ſelle to vnitie # 
- - good religion: Anie that bꝛuteth abzoad rumozs 
of the alteration ofthe ſame, oꝛ other wiſe that dt- 
ſturbeth good ozders,and the quietneſle of Chuſtes 
Churche and Chziltian congregation. 


Imprinted at London 
by Reginald Wolfe. 


Ame Domini. Mo D. Lx VII 


ok certaine Canons, 
concernyng ſome parte 
of the diſcipline of 
the Churche ol 
England. 


In the peare of our Lozd. 
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